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 Thursday 19th March
Volunteer Training Sessions
Morning session 9:00-10:30am
Evening session 6:00-7:30pm
 Friday 20th March
Harmony Day Celebration / Meal
Deal Lunch.
 Mon 30th Mar-Fri 3rd April
Family Interview Week
 Thursday 9th April Last day
Term 1 Casual Day
gold coin donation
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From The Leadership Team
School Improvement & Formative Assessment
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Improve the Reading & Writing
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Using students as learning resources

Improve learner readiness with a
focus on Perseverance, Cognitive
Engagement and Academic Self

To achieve these goals we have a strong
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feedback to develop our new revised School
Improvement

Clarifying, sharing and understanding

To support us with these specific aspects of
formative assessment of ’clarifying the
learning intentions and providing feedback
that moves learners forward’, we are asking
students daily to reflect on the following
questions:
1.

What did you learn today?

2.

Why did you learn this? or How does
this learning help you?

3

How do you know you have learnt this? or
Can you tell me or show me what you have learnt?

We are encouraging all families to support this practice by
engaging in regular conversations with their child by reflecting
on these 3 questions. To assist you we are providing our
community with fridge magnets which can serve as a daily
reminder of a way in which you can engage in reflective and
productive dialogue around your child’s learning progress.

Canteen
Thank you to the new volunteers who have come on board to
help out this term. We appreciate your time and assistance.
New volunteers are always welcome.
The canteen remains closed on Mondays for the foreseeable
future. We will alert the school community if this changes.
Please ensure that your child does not bring lunch orders to
school on Mondays. Ice blocks and a limited range of small
snack items are available for purchase on Mondays through
the Year 7 snack shack. Please make sure the Teacher’s
name is clearly marked on the order bag and no staples
or sticky tape to be used to seal up the bag. Ice blocks
are for over the counter sales at recess and lunch time
only.

School Communication
Parents please make sure you have installed the latest
Skoolbag app for up to date notices and information about
what happening within the school. This is an essential
means of communication to all families during the evolving
situation we find ourselves in at this time.

Book Club

Issue 2 Book Club orders are due back on
Thursday 26th March

Reading Comprehension - A major school focus!
Success in School Starts with Reading
When children become good readers in the early
grades, they are more likely to become better learners
throughout their school years and beyond.
Learning to read is hard work for children. Fortunately,
research is now available that suggests how to give
each child a good start in reading.
Becoming a reader involves the development of
important skills, including learning to:
 use language in conversation
 listen and respond to stories read aloud
 recognise and name the letters of the alphabet
 listen to the sounds of spoken language
 connect sounds to letters to figure out the "code" of
reading
 read often so that recognizing words becomes easy
and automatic
 learn and use new words
 understand what is read
Kindergarten teachers set the stage for your child to
learn to read with some critical early skills. First, second,
and third year teachers then take up the task of building
the skills that children will use every day for the rest of
their lives. As a parent, you can help by understanding
what teachers are teaching and by asking questions
about your child's progress and the classroom reading
program.
You can also help your children become readers.
Learning to read takes practice, more practice than
children get during the school day. The information
below describes what reading support parents can offer
through activities at home.
If your child is just beginning to learn to read:
At home you can help by...



Practicing the sounds of language. Read books
with rhymes. Teach your child rhymes, short poems, and
songs.



Helping your child take spoken words apart and
put them together. Help your child separate the sounds in
words and put separate sounds together.
•Practicing the alphabet by pointing out letters
wherever you see them and by reading alphabet
books.

If your child is just beginning to read:
At home you can help by….
Pointing out the letter-sound relationships your child is
learning on labels, boxes, and signs.
Listening to your child read words and books from school.
Be patient and listen as your child practices. Let your child know
you are proud of his/her reading.
If your child is reading:
At home you can help by….
Rereading familiar books. Children need practice in reading
comfortably and with expression using books they know.
Building reading accuracy. As your child is reading aloud,
point out words he missed and help him read words correctly. If
you stop to focus on a word, have your child reread the whole
sentence to be sure he/she understands the meaning.
Building reading comprehension. Talk with your child about
what he/she is reading. Ask about new words. Talk about what
happened in a story. Ask about the characters, places, and
events that took place. Encourage him/her to read on their own.
Make reading a part of every day
Share conversations with your child over meal times and
other times you are together. Children learn words more easily
when they hear them spoken often. Introduce new and interesting words at every opportunity.
Read together every day. Spend time talking about stories,
pictures, and words.
Be your child's best advocate. Keep informed about your
child's progress in reading and ask the teacher about ways you
can help.
Be a reader and a writer. Children learn habits from the people
around them.
Visit the library often. Story times, computers, homework help,
and other exciting activities await the entire family.

